         LOCAL SLAVE RUNS AWAY!          

                                 MARYLAND NEWS                       5/8/49

Around midnight last night, local slave, Harriet Ross, escaped from Log plantation in Jemirah town, owned by Logan Stonock.

Mr Stonock told us the day had been an average day for the slaves. They had been picking cotton, loading wagons with produce and ploughing the fields. The sun had set and the slaves fell asleep, all except for one. Mr Stonock informed our reporters that the next morning when he did his daily headcount, Harriet was no where to be seen at all! The local slave catchers were informed of the runaway by Mr Stonock. 

We managed to interview a relative of Harriet, her mother, and she had a couple things to say, “I have no idea where my daughter has gone! She was lined up next to myself and the others when we went to sleep, the next morning, she was gone!” 

The slave catchers, who were demanded to find Harriet, exclaimed, “Mr Stonock is paying us a good load of money to bring her back! We ain’t going to stop searching till we find her! It don’t matter if she's dead or alive when we get her, she’s comin’ back home!” 

Another person we interviewed was Mr Stonock himself and he was not happy, “I can’t believe she left! I went down to the old cabin I so gratefully let em stay in, but when I did my daily headcount, she was gone! I want my property back now!” 

The final person we interviewed was a local resident, who wished to not be named, reported that he saw a woman creeping through the forest by the outskirts of his house, he also said he hasn’t seen the woman since that night.

Ms Ross has yet to be located by Logan Stonock or local sheriff, Thomas Vertegues, though there is still hope to find Harriet as it’s been speculated that she is hiding in Redword forest. If you have any idea where Harriet may be, please visit your local sheriff or visit Logan Stonock’s plantation in Jemirah town. Anyone who finds and successfully returns Harriet to the Log plantation will be granted a reward of $10.
